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England with a view of obtaining materials for a
printing office. While in England he worked for
James Watts in Bartholomew Close, and James
Palmer. On his return to America he once more
entered Keimer's office as a journeyman. But after
a short time, in company with Hugh Meredith, he set
up in business for himself. He was the proprietor
and printer of Poor Richard's Almanack, which
became celebrated, and also of the Pennsylvania
Gazette. After a long, prosperous career Franklin
died, on igth April 1790, at the age of eighty-five.

Boston was the home of more printers than any
other place during the eighteenth century. To give
anything like a history of even a few of them would
be beyond the limits of this work. Only one or
two of the more notable can be even noticed.

Thomas Fleet arrived in Boston in 1712, set up as
a printer, and for nearly fifty years carried on busi-
ness there. His issues were principally pamphlets
for booksellers, small books for children, and ballads.
He was also the proprietor of a newspaper called
the Weekly Rehearsal, first begun in September
1731. At his death, in July 1758, he left three sons,
two of whom succeeded him in business.

In 1718 Samuel Kneeland set up in Prison Lane,
and his printing-house continued for eighty years.
He was one of the printers of the Boston Gazette,
and he started besides several other journals*
Thomas in his history (vol. i. p. 207) says that Knee-
land, in company with Bartholomew Green, printed